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TRADITIONS AND MODERNITY IN THE BULGARIAN
COMPOSER'S CREATIVITY

Emilia Kolarova
(Praf” Nationd Academy of Mudcin Sofia asa master of musiadagy)
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PROGRAM NOTE

TRADITIONS AND MODERNITY IN THE BULGARIAN
COMPOSER'S CREATIVITY

Emilia Kolarova

(Prof. National Academy of Music in Sofia as a master of musicology)
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PROGRAM NOTE

“TRADITIONS AND MODERNITY IN THE BULGARIAN

COMPOSER'S CREATIVITY”

Emilia Kolarova

PhD. Prof. National Academy of Music in Sofia as a master of musicology

The Bulgarian professional musical creativity in the 20th
century provides rich and varied empirical material, which
confirms the importance of the dynamic and mobile
connection between tradition and modernity as a
completely new perspective in revealing the problematic
of the national-universal relationship in the historical

development of Bulgarian musical culture.

The main thesis of the seminar 1s the idea to rationalize
the national as the intersection of the various contexts of
“own’ and “different”, as a constructive dialogue between
identities rather than as a static opposition of differing
natdonal tradiions. Namely through dialogue, Bulgarian
music seeks and marks its place in the cultural continent

of BEurope, and at the same time in the world.

When the individual facts of local music history are
positioned into different sectors of the world “cultural
network”, we witness its multitude of heterogeneous
perspectives reveal within them landmarks of national

aracteristic and evidences o 1stic modermity, all o
characteristic and evid t pluralisti d all of
them expressed through the creanve individuality of

Bulgarian composers,

In this regard, the seminar presents relevant examples
from Bulgarian musical creativity that illustrate this
dialogical process, The works belong to composers of
different generations, with different aesthetics and style,
But all of them convincingly reveal the Bulgarian identity

and FEuropean frame of mind of the authors,

In the interpretation of works and events from the
Bulgarian musical history, the triad "text — context —
subtext introduced in the seminar plays an important
role, Analyzed in the complex socio—cultural context of
the time in general and of the unique creativity of
individual authors in particular, the musical opuses
subject to the study (the text) reveal their true and often
hidden ambivalent semantics and real inner content (the

subtext)_
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EMILIA KOLAROVA

Prof. Emilia Kolarova PhD graduated from the Academy
of Music in Sofia as a master of musicology. In 1985 she
defended her doctoral thesis on ‘Interactions and
parallels in the development of Bulgarian and Russian
musical cultures (1878-1918)" at the Moscow State
Conservatory Pl Tchaikovsky'.

She has been a professor of music history at the
Department of "History of Music and Ethnomusicology”
at the National Academy of Music "Prof. P. Vladigerov'
since 1985 and conducts lecture courses in all faculties.
She is the author of the master's programs "History of
the Operetta and the Musical® and "Typology and
Practice of the Musical Genre', as well as the doctoral
program "Art Tendencies and Creative Interpretations in
the Music of the 20th Century’. She is the scientific
supervisor of more than 65 bachelor's and master's
theses of students from Bulgaria, Greece and Cyprus, as
well as doctoral theses in Bulgaria, Spain, France, Spain,
China and Kazakhstan. At NMA she is the head of a
number of projects related to scientific research and
creative activity. In the period 2016-2020 she is the Vice
Dean of the Theoretical-composing and conducting
faculty at the National Academy of Music "Prof. P.
Vladigerov'.

E . Kolarova has had a great number of published papers
in the field of Bulgarian musical culture, comparative
musicology as well as on the issues of musical Balkan
studies, on the correlation between national and
universal, global and local, tradition and contemporary in
Bulgarian musical works. She holds a variety of seminars
and participates in musicology forums in Luxembourg,
Japan, Russia, USA, Kazakhstan, Australia, Russia,
Czech Republic, Slovenia, Romania, Spain. She is a
member of Editorial Boards in foreign editions.
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She is the author of the Bulgarian Composers and
Conductors Catalogue™ (1999); the bilingual Bulgarian
Music Panorama”™ CD (2000); of the scientific research
Toward the problem of the development of choral
performance in Bulgaria (history, features,
perspectives)” (2000) , Aspects of the Concept of the
National in Bulgarian Musical Works in the 20th Century
in the Context of Modernity“(2004), "The dialogue
between tradition and modernity in the Bulgarian
musical creativity of the 20th century® (2013);
"Panorama of Bulgarian Music” (2000, in Bulgarian and
English): the text comments in the film about Yosif
Tsankov "The Caravan of the Song" (Bulgarian National
Television, 2001); of the texts in the booklet of the CD
with Bulgarian music, ed. Chandos Records, 2021,
London).

During the period 2006-2008, E. Kolarova was the
scriptwriter of the weekly broadcast "BNT Music’ on the
Bulgarian National Television and collaborated in a
number of other TV and Radio programs, as well as
music publishing companies (7 days, Alma Mater,
Classic FM Radio; Mega Music, Elm Records).

In 2009 is the premiere of her documentary about the
anniversary of the Sofia Philharmonic Orchestra "The
National Music Team at 80 years. Rehearsal for a
concert’, and in 2011 also based on her script - "Time
and Music” for the 90th anniversary of the National
Academy of Music "Prof. Pancho Vladigerov'.

E. Kolarova is a member of Zonta International. Sheis
included in the Trud Publishing House Encyclopedia
"Who's Who in Bulgaria® (1998).
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The Society for East-West Music was established in 2010 by a group of contemporary composers and
professional Korean traditional performers to learn our traditional music.

Under the banner of "creating new by leaming from history”, we have been producing original and authentic
works, by learning our traditional instruments and sounds from our traditional musicians, and studying selected
topics on music concerts every year.

Starting in 2011, "Our Melody Project” is a representative series performance of the East-West Music, and we are
working on discovering music that is not familiar to the public but requires academic research and producing it
as a performing arts content.

It may seem somewhat unfamiliar compared to other traditional music, but we believe in the value of this work.
Moreover, we are confident that it will serve as a foundation for revitalizing and contributing to the development
of the Korea's creative music industry.

Thank you in advance for your interest and encouragement.

President of The Society for East-West Music, Boknam Lee
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